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Memory Verse:   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 4: What Is The Gospel?: Redemption: The Glory Of God In The Face Of 
Jesus Christ 

Romans 5:9   
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 
 
 

 

 

Create an outline of what you would say to an unbeliever about:  

(1) Creation: 

 

 

 

 

(2) Sin: 

 

 

                        Application- Reviewing What We Have Learned 

 

 

 

 

Application- Find a partner and practice communicating the 
first two parts of the gospel to one another.  Use your memory 

verses as you present the gospel. 
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 Who is Jesus Christ?    What should we tell unbelievers about Jesus 

Christ?  Give Scripture to support your beliefs. 
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The Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 What similarities did you find between what we have discussed up to 

this point and John Piper’s chapter, “The Gospel- The Glory Of 
Christ, The Image of God”?   

2 Corinthians 4:3-6   
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing.  4 In 
their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.  5 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Let light shine 
out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

John Piper says that 2 Corinthians 4:4 does not give us a vague 
picture of the glory of God.  Rather God’s glory is “the glory of a 
person.  Paul speaks of ‘the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.’  
The treasure in this text is not glory per se.  It is Christ in his glory.  It 
is the glorious Christ.  He is the ultimate gift and treasure of the 
gospel.  All other words and deeds are means to this:  seeing Jesus 
Christ- the kind of seeing that is seeing and savoring simultaneously” 
(John Piper, God Is The Gospel, 65).     
 

Jesus Is The Ultimate Gift And Treasure 
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 Discus what you learned from John 19-20 concerning who Jesus is and 

what he has accomplished.  
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John 19:1-19 

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him.  2 And the soldiers twisted 
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in a 
purple robe.  3 They came up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 
and struck him with their hands.  4 Pilate went out again and said to 
them, "See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no 
guilt in him."  5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Behold the man!"  6 When the chief 
priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, "Crucify him, crucify 
him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find 
no guilt in him."  7 The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and 
according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself the 
Son of God."  8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more 
afraid.  9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, "Where 
are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer.  10 So Pilate said to him, 
"You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to 
release you and authority to crucify you?"  11 Jesus answered him, "You 
would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from 
above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin."  
12 ¶ From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If 
you release this man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes 
himself a king opposes Caesar."  13 So when Pilate heard these words, 
he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place 
called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha.  14 Now it was 
the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He 
said to the Jews, "Behold your King!"  15 They cried out, "Away with him, 
away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your 
King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar."  16 So 
he delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus,  17 ¶ 
and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of 
a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha.  18 There they crucified him, 
and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them.  19 
Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, "Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews."   
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John 19:20-38   
20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in 
Greek.  21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 
'The King of the Jews,' but rather, 'This man said, I am King of the 
Jews.'"  22 Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."  23 ¶ 
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and 
divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But 
the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom,  24 so 
they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see 
whose it shall be." This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, "They 
divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots." So 
the soldiers did these things,  25 ¶ but standing by the cross of Jesus 
were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene.  26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom 
he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your 
son!"  27 Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from 
that hour the disciple took her to his own home.  28 ¶ After this, Jesus, 
knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), "I thirst."  
29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour 
wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth.  30 When Jesus had 
received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished," and he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit.  31 ¶ Since it was the day of Preparation, and so 
that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that 
Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be 
broken and that they might be taken away.  32 So the soldiers came and 
broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with 
him.  33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
they did not break his legs.  34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side 
with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.  35 He who 
saw it has borne witness--his testimony is true, and he knows that he is 
telling the truth--that you also may believe.  36 For these things took place 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken."  
37 And again another Scripture says, "They will look on him whom they 
have pierced."   
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John 19:38-42   
38 ¶ After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away 
the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took 
away his body.  39 Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by 
night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 
pounds in weight.  40 So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen 
cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews.  41 Now in the 
place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a 
new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  42 So because of the 
Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid 
Jesus there. 
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John 20:1-18 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb.  2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."  
3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward 
the tomb.  4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  5 And stooping to look in, he 
saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in.  6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths 
lying there,  7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not 
lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself.  8 Then the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed;  9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead.  10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.  
11 ¶ But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb.  12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet.  13 
They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, 
"They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him."  14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, 
but she did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing him to be 
the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away."  16 Jesus said to her, 
"Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means 
Teacher).  17 Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  18 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the 
Lord"--and that he had said these things to her.   
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John 20:19-31   
19 ¶ On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."  20 When he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
were glad when they saw the Lord.  21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you."  22 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit.  23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld."  24 ¶ 
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came.  25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the 
Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe."  26 ¶ Eight days later, his disciples were 
inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with 
you."  27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, 
but believe."  28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"  29 Jesus 
said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  30 ¶ Now Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book;  31 but these are written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
life in his name. 
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Four Important Truths About Jesus 

I. He Is The God-Man (Our Lord and God) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 4:35-41  (cf. Matthew 14:33, Hebrews 1:3, Colossians 1:15-17, 
John 1:1) 
37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the 
boat, so that the boat was already filling.  38 But he was in the stern, 
asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, "Teacher, do 
you not care that we are perishing?"  39 And he awoke and rebuked the 
wind and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm.  40 He said to them, "Why are you so afraid? 
Have you still no faith?"  41 And they were filled with great fear and said 
to one another, "Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?" 
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II. His Sinless Life (Our Righteousness) 

a. His Perfect Obedience to the Father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romans 5:18-21   
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act 
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.  19 For as by 
the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man's obedience the many will be made righteous.  20 Now the law came 
in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all 
the more,  21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign 
through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Luke 4:1-13   

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 
by the Spirit in the wilderness  2 for forty days, being tempted by the 
devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, 
he was hungry.  3 The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to become bread."  4 And Jesus answered him, "It is 
written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone.'"  5 And the devil took him up 
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time,  6 
and said to him, "To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it 
has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.  7 If you, then, will 
worship me, it will all be yours."  8 And Jesus answered him, "It is written, 
"'You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.'"  9 
And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here,  10 for it is written, "'He will command his angels concerning you, to 
guard you,'  11 and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike 
your foot against a stone.'"  12 And Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'You 
shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  13 And when the devil had 
ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
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John Piper says: 
The spiritual beauty of Christ is Christ-in-action—Christ loving, 
and Christ touching lepers, and Christ blessing children, and healing 
the crippled, and raising the dead, and commanding demons, and 
teaching with unrivaled authority, and silencing the skeptics, 
and rebuking his disciples, and predicting the details of his death, and 
setting his face like flint toward Jerusalem, and weeping over the city, 
and silent before his accusers, and meekly sovereign over Pilate 
(“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given 
you from above,” John 19:11), and crucified, and praying for his 
enemies, and forgiving a thief, and caring for his mother while in 
agony, and giving up his spirit in death, and rising from the dead—“No 
one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again” 
(John 10:18). Such is the glory of Christ. (John Piper, God Is The Gospel, 
66).     

Jesus: The Perfect Image Of God 

Matthew 3:17    
17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased." 

Hebrews 4:15    
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. 

2 Corinthians 5:21   
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 
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III. His Sacrifical Death (Our Substitute) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 3:7 
7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loincloths.  
 
Genesis 3:21 
21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins 
and clothed them. 
 
Hebrews 9:22b   
 22b without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 
 
Romans 5:9   
 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 
 
1 Peter 2:24   
 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
 
 

 
Will Metzger says this about the cross: 

First, the cross shows us how heinous sin is.  Why was Christ hung 
there?  To give his life as a ransom for lost sheep.  What was 
happening to him while there?  He was taking on himself all the 
punishment that should have been meted out to sinners.  He was 
being made sin.  So the meaning of the cross is to be found not in the 
example of self-sacrifice, the physical suffering, the scorning, the 
forsaking by the disciples…At Calvary, the innocent Son was 
punished.  Here we see the exceeding sinfulness of sin.  (Tell The Truth, 
Will Metzger, 68)  

 

The Cross Shows Us The Sinfulness of Sin 
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 Often in the Bible, "nakedness" represents unrighteousness. It 
symbolizes the ideas of judgment and humiliation in the biblical 
world. The Bible pictures the sinner as clothed in ‘filthy rags’ or 
‘naked and ashamed.’ The first couple was ashamed because of 
their unrighteousness. They were not able to stand naked in 
God’s holy and righteous presence. Their conscience was 
deformed, their pride was turned to shame, and their 
relationship with God was corrupted. This happened because 
sin stripped them of the right standing with which they were 
created. By His grace, God created them in right standing. Now 
their unbelief refused this gift of right standing and the result was 
nakedness or unrighteousness. 

To be right with God we must put on Christ. Like Adam we, in 
our fallen condition, have only fig leaves. God does not accept 
these. All our sacrifices and offerings do not take away sin. We 
need Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice, the complete covering, the 
perfect righteousness.   

We must communicate this truth to unbelievers.  Jesus took our 
shame, guilt and condemnation upon Himself.  He offers us His 
perfect garments of righteousness and holiness (cf. Eph. 4:24). 
(http://www.inchristalone.org/ClothedChrist.htm) 

Jesus Clothes Our Unrighteousness 

 
Isaiah 61:10  
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he 
has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest 
with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 
Galatians 3:27  
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on (been 
clothed with) Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 1:18, 22-24   
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God…22 For Jews demand signs 
and Greeks seek wisdom,  23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  24 but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:21   
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 

 Martin Luther found liberty and strength in the glorious doctrine of 
imputed righteousness.  He says: 

“Christ died for me, he made his righteousness mine and made my 
sin his own; and if he made my sin his own, then I do not have it, and 
I am free.” (Martin Luther: Father Of The Reformation, Barbara A. Somervill 
(Compass Point Books, 2006), 39.) 

Knowing that we have Christ’s righteousness is one of the greatest 
liberating truths of the gospel.  Jesus’ perfect sinless life has been 
credited to our account.  When God looks at us He does not see a 
wretched sinner damned to Hell, He sees His Son’s perfect sinless 
life.  We must communicate this truth to ourselves and to those we 
evangelize.  Our consciences long to be cleansed and we long to be 
accepted before the holy and just God who created us.  

Jesus Is My Righteousness, And I Am His Sin 
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IV. His Resurrection (Our Life) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galatians 3:10-15 

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, 
"Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the 
Book of the Law, and do them." 11 Now it is evident that no one is 
justified before God by the law, for "The righteous shall live by faith." 12 
But the law is not of faith, rather "The one who does them shall live by 
them." 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us--for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a 
tree"-- 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26    
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.  21 For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ shall all be made alive.  23 But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  24 Then comes 
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 
destroying every rule and every authority and power.  25 For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death. 
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Closing Song 
“Before The Throne Of God Above” 

 
Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong, a perfect plea: 

A great High Priest, whose name is Love,  
Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

 
My name is graven on his hands,  
My name is written on his heart;  

I know that while in heaven he stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart 
No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

 
When Satan tempts me to despair,  

And tells me of the guilt within,  
Upward I look, and see him there 
Who made an end of all my sin. 

 
Because a sinless Savior died,  
My sinful soul is counted free;  
For God, the Just, is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me 
To look on Him and pardon me 

 
Behold him there, the risen Lamb 

My perfect, spotless righteousness,  
The great unchangeable I am,  
The King of glory and of grace!  

 
One in himself, I cannot die 

My soul is purchased by his blood 
My life is hid with Christ on high,  

With Christ, my Savior and my God 
With Christ, my Savior and my God 


